em - kms » 



visibility, m the cafe was- pushed toward 
If. around Stfcm, to suit 

^The can Is much further forward to tracfitiomtf 
desipg and, as «ti f i$ otoser to. the cerrir a of fie 
/machine, placing tie operator rfoht on top of the 
•machinal centre 0! gravity,* ha says, "ft also means 
-the ride comfort Is much better, too," 

An &Hmt cab structure, specific to the D51 1 
supports that improvement In comfort Iterted 
m mb suspension hampers taken from the Ann's 
-£PT*ange*<the 0S1 soaks up vibrates awl shocks 
through its four silicon-damped sprung cab mounts. 

*The teer uses many mom thicker c^mporients 
ml: casings that offer much better stiffness and 
rjgldfiy to oil down on unnecessary vibrations and' 



tod without a cooling pack sat In the nose of the 
0§T*$. engine bay, getting to belt-driven amiferies 
for maintenance purposes simply requires the 
protective toot plat© to be unbolted and sorting Is 
■ one side on its hinges, 

Isewhere on the 051 , there are service points 
tor the two batteries, two windscreen washer tollies 
mmih the left-hand side window. Artel 
r at ground level, if s also possible to make a 



jgh the underbelly of the doze r from the 
ttitmigh tha radiators out at the rear Off 



the machtne. 



in of a. 
, The transmission compri 
pumps ami motors that 



boils that also sits In the service compartment A 
similar compartment cm the opposite side of the 
machine gives access to hydraulic system, test 



speed range that extends from O-ikph in 

to tha D4Vs stealing clutch 
-based transmission, the 051 is 



Those looking for the cooling pack need to walk 




with many other Kdmatsu doners, tie 051 
comes In iX-22 and PX-22 versions, differing mafniy 
in: blade specifications, mtyti ami shoe width, hwt 
:«rrder the- sttn, both are Identical 

M the heart of the 051 Is Komatstfs SM601 07E 
riopwe that meets Stage illA emissions regulations. 
Jb|ftd win tie FG2O0«i excavates; it produces 
lifjhp at 220Grpffi in the 051 with the help erf 
fleeter* common ral fuel injection* turbocharpr 



steei iouvred tame that carries the hydrostatlcafly 
OOtiloifecf cooling- fen, the cooiing pack sees engine 
radiator* hydraulic cooler and aM>~air after-cooler 
: etel shoulder to shoulder 

the swing-up, SOOmrn diameter fan assembly 
$& .raised on gas struts and toed open, to assist 
with cleaning when required. Thoygh a fan reverse 
■ linoto is available, ft Is not automatically controlled 



Controlling fie hydrostatic transmission 
achieved $iff§le*tiandtdfv from the cab, osi 
the left-hand joystick, it's possible to pulse 
transmute to §ive Infinite variation of spaa? 



the 



8noy§h ? through an opening panel on the 



It is now possible to make ail dally service 
/c&scfcs from ground level, witrimit having to cMb 
on to ti» dwer* sap Mr Barrel, "it's sue** a huge 



However, it does offer a generous area for the 
dissipation of heat, created by a I30hp engine 
and a hydraulic system that manages the blade 
and transmission functions. And cleverly integrated 

's< 



tod 'speeds' at the touch of a tattoo. 

*this engine and transmission combi 
allows full power to be put fcirough to the bi 
even when making turns,* explains Mr Barret, 
you wart to, there's enough pw available to 
the machine simply by contra- rotating- the tacks 
stand. on the spot and go round and mum in cii 
indefinitely" 

Onlke the rigidly mounted undercarriage 
on tie D51 "s predecessor, Komaisu has opted ' 



"If 
m 



an 







1 













.* ■ r. . 



si 





billing tack frame design that uses an 
bar md pivot shaft®., wMch are mountec 
bTthe 'final drives and iltow the machine 



"Wi dontl need special, permission or folding there's hop i>r the toexfnslencad to, I can. 

int- 1 an$p£t width/ four comers of flit Made with ease. Were ft' 



#emepxt into the mk 



$my tmprc 



ruap. ^ can just toad 

the EX version mn 
i, era 



from a self- 



prevent 

0 



mmmmm2M 
capacity i? mjhie 



'Tlie Integrate! of iopcon ■ machine eontrot 



I eouliJ easily see its top of the Made im - mi that 
Ks important mi 



.Ateo ctevar, the exhaust stack has ten lied 



iem a f<omi« ptils the PSt a 



: femttar cisck-clack noise fiat yon- can plots 




061 f*K-22 ©ome$ II 
fihe EX version cap fcgfffifcS wi'tli a iwi-stok 



ngft folanilni in with the cabls A~post and fettif 
ifi yet mere of a view mm fie front, 

I look again, tying' to find tie tunnel, m i 
eeems as thoui$ the enfirie must foe almost on 
the floor, gifen to angle-, at which the hood etopes 
<lrafirmtiGa% away from the cab* 

Even grfancifig over m§ shoulder, there's a 



The track assembles are identical m .DC and 1% 
unions, with seven tower ralte with track guide 
plates eml two upper miters .helping to maMiii 
track aliofimartt and tension t EX Ml FX variants 



m the DS1FI-22 flat MfOTMQWS has 
the fpM| to tMotor .at UK 1 *, 
demonstrate centre in ilrlem 



; while the FX gets a wilier, 71<Wro pad. 
: tie ©41, the nm tear has been cfesfped 
tfe 25 per cent more underarfiap 11% using 



Change to the blade frame- allow the mr$ 



ft$t Impressions are. of £.$£$11 machine that, 
appears to he smotherM fifth & f»§ cab* Ae such, 
it looks somewhat ww^iii and for use not 



the seating position feeiiii almas! directly above &m. 
W tie top icBera. 

I glance ar oimd tie all to tmtl iiarise mpelf ' with 
:ftg.My©ift, only to realise there's not toe much to get- 
toplps with. 

Arpumt the roof are controls for mmk tiptt „ the- 
. ipso* and a. series of vents- for the heatop and air 



.are stated to the left-hand side of the $m% along 
wii ato&ry electronic iirotle oontrol - ^id if feeh. 
alr ls fm thing, the side windows can he slid cpen 



iso increases §miod ctoartca'ahd mmWw MmBimmm the : v»iiii:e)iWei^ flair ■«l:tehecl, as reqylred. 



f»e *a§§i«§ } stold the 051 find is mm into salt, &£ vairtap i 



**i s s mych more than just a ItnJsfiJn^ miehMe 
- 1^ producive mmgti to be aWe to strip, push end 
steoicplle materials wltt a level of prodneivf^^ mrt 
mm 1« a maehtaa of this class,* adds Mr Barrett. 

The new htedes for the 051 torpnta 
adiltioiiat hox-sectkm reinforeemefi for itmreasiei 
^»§iif. For : the D51 ¥%-22, that hw^nesg: ^id 
Ihctedes a. 2 J miWc mefre capacity ^rii|W: il^le, 
•ihtiswirii 3.35m m width, With power, angle mi 
m {PAT} functions, the six-way Made can he angled 
pfWesentty to reduce the 051 '$ transport width to 
: 2.99m when fully angled to 28.5 degrees. 



W$ m ®m§ cllmh too* Wlh. aiee^p on' the 
: hlade Inme and plenty # ; ti^faiili on- tie -tort 
mner aid tap edge of the ifeormft to eimim a safe ' 
.^im^ raaMpg tte move fcp^irwr^' Iwei to. «ab 
^at Is e^v- Plough. 

Settling Mo the alNsy^p^ided nerchj ttn 
Immedlateiv wt l^ttie vrt: Afoiini-" : iie:.iii^hln^ 



Either side of fie slimline oenM'inrtunaarit 
$$ml ft a pinched plate with feeireste for- these 
- %k&& sleep-descenis, while Bmm$m : f fortress can. 
hefound on tie floor when m$ ysff?§ either the te$k$ 
pdai or angina decelerate 




can 

This means- no. more pp..^ri..''Wheii fie mWm 



att four comers of tim Mm m$$lv ff&m 



-Ma®' and 8f^ madine^^»itrt> 



leans Is « ^ter? stoff to grmmti up, 



& essential to eKptast tit 051 % full capabHfties* 



$motis$fon speeds, mm each direction Mfcaw 
hy F an$ Jt The numeric- referencos from 1 to 3 



Mfcates infinite adjustment of speeds. - .selecting 
mhw mode Is achieved using a switch to toggle 
between these two settings* 

Go the face of the left-hand mmmk an 



: <to'ognfrol the few of oil through the bydrwfatfe 
$$taft, and give thumb-operated spssci coirot fur 
ether quick-shif! speeds or infinite adjustment of 



If you want a higher or tower reverse speed* 
then you can dial that in too, by using the press! 
reverse speed button to- tweak Imm the transmission 
respite* The electronics remember your last 
■fhbien siting, until the ignition is turned off -~ man 
■ T fi$#nf default lavels am restored. 

I adjust, the armrests and mat to pat the joystick 
fevers comfortably In my bands, and reach for tie 
. 'ifoita -Key. The LCD-dash fights up lite a Christmas 

arid, the sk-pot engine rumbles pnfiy info life, 

Actlv ating bom joystick fevers has tiw effect of 
Aliasing tte parking, brake, but befh§ hydrostatic, 
ite -imidWiB won't roll away, § raise the blade off 
.to deck, held tfie decelerates pedal down 'and dial 
-.4up Ml rtvs, push the left-hand joystick forward 
-tti&ease off the big p&te m the machine rumbles 



trosmfesfon, so I dab at. tte button to- raise- my 
.speed, .easing back only as I prepare to tower tit 
blade -and. make my first cut 



drives like it has a foil mechanical connection 
ietwetn engine and tracks, Hiere*s a steady 
bardenfng of the exhaust note as rev^ drop.sliptfy 
onder toad, tieit ma D51 gamers ail m got and 



Boiling a f «i Made load Is easy. And toping that ■ 
;fii blade whit making turns across site is effortlsss 
lap - and made all the more comfortable to achieve, 
from being able to see ma blade as if fm swn§ 
iiectf on top of it 

ffcr a grading machine it packs a lot'- of muscle* 
•and m aurprfesed about just how wall ft cuts and 



also product a bit. of track slip on this 
- but not until tie engine has piled 
raited first, to fat. yon know you're 
a tattoo mmh 



Quick-shift 

I try :put til© different functions of the hydrostatic 
*$ox« and selecting me quick-shift mode allows, 
rto eMy Increase me reversing speed with ease. 



fsmmmimtm back, to yon through Ha responses* so 
yotfvea pod idea of what's ping on. 

fm soon running back across site at the 
Skpfi' maxfmyni speed* It's surprisingly pick and 
«dofi No. track' clatter no Jolts or jarring; meres 
lift points on the tmimmi^on #th#r. 
: a snrotb, progressive ride* ft has to be the 



environment ! s m sitting in 
. ft leaves mo with an impression 
oraatsu can do a little bit . mora to 
edge off what appears to be a 



our 

that. 



/iter reporting my fadings, I'm mid mat the firm 



:wKieHJafiipad components to farter Male me 
v€#iaust stack from the cab, Sufficient, says Ifemafeii, 
;:ta tower me to-cab noise level by a funthor 2dBfA|,. 

II there is any cooling fan noise torn the rear, 
men I haven't noticed It In the cab with doors and 
'Wlniows^shiot and air-con gently working, 

turning me 051 around Is also effortless, While 
travailing m reverse, I putt the left-hand joystick 
■/towards ma. The first slap of movement mate me 
dq«r turn progressively, bat puffing through a detent 
fends the tracks into contra-rotating mode, and the 
P51 pirouettes- until I sasa back on tie lever, 

an area that's 
to predetermined 
fcimte, and there are two wap I can go about it 
The first Is to- rough me new layer out by eya - and 
•Tift prepared to. tackle the early -stages the proptr 
way, Just to exploit the control iaoiffty of the 051 , and 
: tb -enjoy me llai glazed doors mat donl appear to 
- : disto.rt my view ahead, 

■fiut feting to final finished grade, or as- close as 
op -wtt material wi! m us get, will be toe using, 
tte installed Topcon system. That alfews me to relax 
■ arid enjoy the ride as the machine carries out & own 
bteie raising and lowt ring at the touch of a feute, 



i*ve selected Infinite adjustment of the pfe becomes a bit intelve, a bit too gruff fer 



a white though, my r^ht wrist tires of 
iwistof fie blade control lever to rtp^Wfy angte 
:iie- blade- as I push excess material in a windrow, off 
;tp one sMt of the site, fm convinced fiat, ^omafej 
''$m maka this easier to operate, just by adding a low- 
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Machine w^gttb 


12.710kg (EX), 






13,100k»CPXj 




ifacte; 


2 J or 2£cu.m I 


EX), 




2.9cti.m (PX) 






